
THE RUMSEY CIRCLE MINUTES 
JANUARY MEETING 

 
January 16, 2018 

8:15 AM 
 
 
 

WELCOME – Rumsey Circle President, Jessica Dell ‘Aera P ’23 ‘25 
 

Attendance 
 
Kristen Browne 
Anne Block 
Annette DeMagne 
Robin Weiss 
Martha Fish 
Jessica Dell ‘Aera 
Danielle Young 
Monica Vogelstein 
Tara Booth 
Theodore Booth 
Barbara Sorosiak 
Kady Nicksa 
Emily Kalis (Development) 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
December 12, 2017 --  Hickory Stick Fundraiser   
 

• Report on Hickory Stick Fundraiser – Val reported that we made $414.07 on the 
December Bookfest.  Most felt that the weather impacted the results and that it was too 
close to the end of school which affected the turnout.  Also, the Hickory Stick wouldn’t 
let us start until 5:00 (when they close).  There continues to be an outstanding question 
whether we want to have two Bookfests next year and review the scheduling of those 
fundraisers. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Bookfest 2018 – This fundraiser is sponsored in conjunction with the Spring Book Clubs.  
Bookclubs are mandatory for the Lower School and are voluntary for the Upper School.  This 
February’s event will be held on Wednesday, February 21st (with a snow date of February 22nd).  
Volunteers are needed to staff the event at the snack table and on the floor of the Hickory Stick.  
We need another volunteer for the floor and one more to bring some sort of sustenance to the 
event. 
 



 
Name Responsibility 

  
Anne Block Wine 
 Vegetable Tray 
  
Monica Vogelstein Helping Val 
Barbara Sorosiak Helping Val 
  
  

 
Organizing Books with Val – We need volunteers to organize the Book Club books with Val.  
The proposed date for organizing books with Val will be Tuesday, February 27th.  Kristen 
Browne, Kady Nicksa and Martha Fish have agreed to assist Val in the Reading Room of the 
Library right after drop-off on the 27th.  The books will be distributed to the Upper School on 
Wednesday, February 28th right after morning meeting (around 8:25 AM).  Kristen Browne, 
Barbara Sorosiak, Danielle Young and Monica Vogelstein agreed to assist with these task. 
 
Bookclubs – Lower School teachers will announce book clubs at Morning Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 31, 2018.  Upper School teachers will announce book club books at 
Morning Meeting on Friday, February 9th.  As soon as book clubs are announced, students can 
start signing up.  Book clubs meet Tuesday, April 3rd (after Spring Recess).  Please note:  all 
dates are subject to slight change based on teacher requests. 
 
Valentine’s Fundraiser – In the past we have sold hearts for $1 a piece (students put their 
names on the hearts and put them in the raffle box).  They also get a lollipop (only 1 no matter 
how many hearts they buy).  We raffle off prizes on Valentine’s Day and the money raised is 
usually donated to a worthy cause.  This year we have been discussing using the fundraising 
proceeds to buy Life Straws (a method of decontaminating water to make it drinkable) and 
sending them to a school in Puerto Rico.  Val has the contact for the school but we need to 
coordinate with Karen Saxe and Jaymie Naclerio (who run Student Council) in order to make 
sure they are on board for this project. 
 
We will announce the Valentine’s Fundraiser on February 8 and put up signs to advertise what 
we are doing, where the money is going and what the prizes are.  We will cut out hearts at 
Farmen Hall after drop-off on Thursday, February 8, 2018 (which is also the next Circle 
meeting). 
 
Lower School Prizes     Upper School Prizes 
 
1st --  Playclothes for the Winner’s Class  1st – Playclothes for the Winner’s Class 
2nd – Pizza Party for the Winner’s Class  2nd – Lunch with C. Ketchum for Winner 

 and a friend (subject to Clayton) 
3rd – $25 Amazon Gift Card    3rd -- $25 Amazon Gift Card   
 
 



 
 
The volunteers to sell hearts that have signed up thus far are 

 
Date Volunteer 

  
February 9, 2018 Danielle Young 
 Kady Nicksa 
  
February 13, 2018 Annette DeMague 
 Barbara Sorosiak 
  
February 14, 2018 Anne Block 
 Jessica Dell ‘Aera 

 
• Volunteers will need to gather hearts, the money box, the decorated heart box and pens 

from Trish in Development.  We are selling in Farmen Hall at lunchtime for the Lower 
School.  We need to coordinate with Mr. Ketchum to arrange for selling to the Upper 
School. 

• We will use supplies from last year’s events hearts,  boxes, signage – Annette D./ 
Danielle Y. to figure out amount of lollipops and find an organic/non-dye version of 
lollipops to use  

• We will confirm when lunch is on the above days and circulate an E-mail with that 
information. 

 
 
Duck Derby (to be discussed in more detail at the next meeting ) May 6, 2018 
 

• Description of Fundraiser – Students purchase ducks for $10 a piece.  They are 
numbered and then they are let go at the top of the river near Treasure Island and the first 
three ducks are awarded prizes. 

• Do we have a date? May 6, 2018 (?) 
• Ability to sell online? Or charge to student account? 
• Prizes? 
• Application process – Trish Silvernail 

 
Year-End Carnivale 
 
There have been discussions about changing the Lower School year-end parties that were 
historically held individually by each class to a Lower School-wide party to be held on the same 
Thursday before we are out of school (May 31, 2018).  There have been preliminary discussions 
with Rob Brenner and MaryAnne to coordinate the event and the catering thereof.  Jessica D., 
Anne B. and Danielle Y. agreed to meet with Rob to agree the parameters of the event and then 
we can begin organizing various activities for the Lower School.  We will need to appeal to a 



wider Lower School parent audience to properly staff the party.  We will report at our next 
meeting. 
 
Rumsey Auction – Monica Vogelstein reported that the Circle needs to continue to move 
forward in deciding what the Auction (or Benefit Dinner, as the case may be) might look like 
next October.  There was a lengthy discussion about the cost of the Auction and how it had 
gotten larger and larger over the years.  Many people voiced their opinion that they thought that 
reducing the scope and the breadth of the event would be a welcome change this year.  
Discussion ensued about changing the venue of the Benefit Dinner to Farmen Hall thereby 
avoiding the cost of decorating the Tennis Courts.  Discussion ensued about doing a more 
informal buffet with musical entertainment and reducing the number and size of the Auction 
items.  Consideration was given to having a giving tree with specific gifts tied to tangible items 
within the school and capitalizing on the Faculty experiences (as long as the Faculty were in 
agreement with this).  Discussion ensued about how to use the parent community to take on more 
of the burden of the event by capitalizing on their specific talents and skills.  A survey was 
suggested to be developed so as to better understand how we can improve the Benefit Dinner.  
Monica and Emily agreed to work on this in the coming weeks.  The goal would be to have a 
much more informal event that would serve as a catalyst to bringing the school community 
together in a social environment.  
 
This discussion will be continued to our next meeting. 
  
Next meeting is Thursday, February 8, 2018.  Bring a friend! 


